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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Vince Carahaly, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 

John Gisler/Tracy Hall, Commissioner Liaison 
Charles Alexander 

  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 
Steven Cook  

Heather Ricketts 

Barbara Sloan 
  Karl Westra  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, June 1, 2017 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sandra Bliesener, Vince Carahaly, Steve Cook, John Gisler, Martin 

Janssen, Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Barbara Sloan, Karl 

Westra, Tracy Hall 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Charles Alexander, Joel Amos 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Director of County Planning Dept. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo 

County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Amos, Mr. Cook and Mr. Alexander were excused. Ms. Bliesener arrived later. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Ms. Ricketts, seconded by Ms. Sloan to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on May 4, 2017. 

Discussion to be added in the minutes regarding the continuation of Ms. Bliesener’s 

appointment on the Parks Liaison. Item was postponed until Ms. Bliesener could confirm 

her interest in continuing in the role. Motion by Mr. Carahaly, seconded by Mr. Westra to 

approve the minutes with the revisions. Motion carried.  

 

V. Citizens’ time 

No citizens present. 

 

VI. Old Business 

1. Welcome Ms. Tracy Hall, County Commissioner. 

Ms. Hall was introduced as the second or alternate Commissioner representative on the 

Board. County Commission Chair Dale Shugars has appointed one member from each 

political party to most of the advisory boards starting 2017. The intent is not to have 

boards change by-laws to accommodate an extra member, but to have the second member 
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as an alternate, or just as an additional commissioner to be informed about the boards’ 

work.  

Ms. Hall and the members introduced themselves, and Ms. Hall was welcomed to the 

group. 

 

2. Master Plan Update 

Ms. Jarnefelt provided a brief update of the County Master Plan. Consultant 

Beckett&Raeder is still working on putting the draft together. One chapter has been 

reviewed by the Steering Committee. More photos are needed. Ms. Jarnefelt will email 

members to remind them to submit photos if they have some suitable ones. A flowchart 

of the Master Plan process was presented. Discussion ensued about the list of who will 

review approved draft of the Master Plan. These would be the same organizations and 

officials that received the Intent to Plan. The one-page synopsis of the local plan goals 

and objectives should be reviewed already by the local municipalities. Ms. Jarnefelt will 

check on the status of the one-pagers with Marisa from Beckett&Raeder. 

 

VII. New Business  

1. Review of Michigan Planning Guidebook 

Ms. Jarnefelt introduced the Michigan Planning Guidebook, which is a guide to the new 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA), PA33 of 2008. It is prepared by the Planning 

and Zoning Center at MSU. The 2008 legislation combined the Municipal, Township and 

County Planning Acts that were in place separately until then. The Guidebook explains 

the legislation and brings it to a simpler, practical level that makes it easy to understand. 

KMCPC members were encouraged to read through the book, and pay special attention to 

parts that discuss County Planning. Questions should be brought to the next KMCP 

meeting for discussion and clarification. 

 

Also mentioned was the Michigan Zoning Guidebook, 2nd edition from 2008 which 

focuses on Zoning. Since KMCPC is not involved in zoning reviews, the book is for 

reference and background only. 

 

VIII. Parks Commission update 
1. Ms. Bliesener gave a detailed update from the latest Parks Commission board 

meeting that was held in River Oaks Park. The meetings are held in the parks during 

the summer months, which Ms. Bliesener appreciates. The County Parks are busy 

with events like the KISS soccer tournament, and the campgrounds are sold out. 

KRVT trail is moving forward with additional easements, next steps include 

connecting to the Portage trails. Efforts are made to continue improving the County 

Fair. New mountain bike trails are also in the works. 

 

Chair Sikora asked if Ms. Bliesener was interested in continuing as the KMCPC liaison 

for the Parks Commission. Ms. Bliesener expressed her interest and her status as liaison 

was confirmed by the Chair. 
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IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) update 

Mr. Carahaly provided an update of the SMPC as well as the Regional Prosperity 

Initiative (RPI) meetings. Old legal issues with SMPC are being worked on. The RPI 

recent meeting included a presentation by Lee Adams, SMPC Director, about the future 

of the workforce in Kalamazoo County and the region in general. Skilled labor is needed 

and there is a need to attract more. Also an EDA (Economic Development Administration 

under the Department of Commerce) representative had presented at the RPI meeting 

about opportunities from the federal government for support for infrastructure and other 

economic development projects through EDA. 

 

X. Other Business/Discussion 

Ms. Jarnefelt provided a print-out from the MSU Extension website that describes the 

Citizen Planner program and lists various classes that are available for planning officials 

and other interested parties. Ms. Jarnefelt also reported that she has applied for a grant 

from Michigan Association of Planning (MAP) that would potentially cover some 

expenses for KMCPC members should they want to sign up for training. The grant 

awards will be announced in August. 

 

XI. Correspondence 

No correspondence to report. 

 

XII. Other 

No reports. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. Next KMCPC Meeting is scheduled July 6, 2017. 


